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Sustainability in the News – No 7

This is your latest extract of news stories around sustainability and regeneration all taken from the regional on-line newsletter – bdaily – in recent weeks.  

They will help you and your pupils understand some of the current issues surrounding sustainability and to learn of some of the new initiatives, products and services being offered in this growing area.

We hope they provide inspiration and ideas.
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Carrier bags no more

A North East engineering company has developed a new shopping trolley that could provide a green solution to a growing environmental problem.

Business partners Ray Fenwick and Ian Fearon of Joma Engineering in Gateshead came up with the idea for a new trolley design after hearing that plastic carrier bags were being phased out by supermarkets all over the world.

The prototype trolley, which has taken twelve months to develop, works by suspending four biodegradable bags across the trolley on nylon rods. The bags can hold the same capacity as conventional trolleys and the customer simply takes out their shopping at the checkout and places the items back into the bags after paying for them.

Ray said: "I got the idea from looking at files in a filing cabinet and realised that a hook system was what was needed for these trolleys. The trolley has been designed with no front so that the bags can be easily taken from the trolley and placed directly into the boot of a car."

Ray and Ian are confident that a large supermarket chain will trial the trolleys to demonstrate their commitment to the green issue. Market research and testing have revealed further advantages to the new trolley, beyond the positive environmental impact.

Ian said: "We've had the trolley tested in a local mini market and it is very manoeuvrable and holds the same amount as a conventional trolley. We've also found that the bags remain upright in the back of cars and are more comfortable to carry for those using public transport or walking."

B daily july 8

Royal coincidence for Newbiggin

A Northumberland town experienced a moment of serendipity last week when a royal visit coincided with planning approval for a new development.

Newbiggin by the Sea played host to His Royal Highness the Earl of Wessex on the day planning approval was agreed by Wansbeck District Council for the village's proposed maritime centre - designed by architectural and design firm, Mosedale Gillatt Architects (MGA).

Prince Edward toured the nearby Woodhorn Mining Museum and Archives Heritage Centre, before meeting with members of the Heritage Partnership and MGA Director, Tim Mosedale, who unveiled the firm's design plans for the new centre. Once the plans had been unveiled, the Mary Joicey Lifeboat - which will form the focal point of the centre - was taken back to the village for the day to be inspected by Prince Edward.

The new centre will house both the restored Mary Joicey and a local Coble fishing boat, the ‘Girl Ann'. The centre will also feature corporate and educational facilities, and a public café and restaurant.

Tim Mosedale said: "Winning planning approval for such a distinctive building on a sensitive site like this is a great achievement, not only for us but the whole client team. Every effort was made during the design process to involve interested parties ranging from the local community to the planning consultees - and all their comments have had an input in the final design. This is a significant milestone and a huge vote of confidence in what is going to be a very exciting project."

Richard Martin, Chair of Newbiggin by the Sea Heritage Partnership said: "The establishment of this new centre will not only showcase Newbiggin's rich history, but also give a unique day out experience at the seaside which will compliment the major bay regeneration works."

For more information about the Newbiggin Maritime Centre, go to www.newbigginmaritimecentre.co.uk.

**********

Consultation on brewery conversion continues

Consultation on plans to convert the former Newcastle Brewery site to a science research and education village takes a step forward this week. The Newcastle Science City (NSC) Partnership will host a briefing to explain how locals' opinions have been used to form NSC's ‘masterplan'.

The masterplan, which will be unveiled in full this summer, will be the document used to apply for planning permission. Last year, representatives of local residents, businesses and community figures were consulted on the proposals to build Science Central. They have been invited to attend tomorrow's event to hear what the plans are, and give feedback.

If NSC's plans go ahead, the 19-acre site in Gallowgate, Newcastle, will be split into four zones, which will have a range of commercial, residential and scientific functions. The masterplan also include plans for Science Central to host Newcastle University Research Institutes and the new Newcastle College School of Applied Sciences.

Peter Arnold, NSC's Chief Executive, said: "During the consultation, people were keen for this new science quarter to be part of their city and not a remote academic campus. Our masterplan has a series of gateways and large public spaces to welcome the local community into its heart."

For more information about NSC, please visit www.newcastlesciencecity.com.

**************
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Support grows for low emission industry

£80m is hoped to be generated under a new scheme aimed at developing low carbon energy technology and fuel cell technology. The project, North East Energy (NEE) 2015, is being funded by Regional Development Agency, One NorthEast.

One NorthEast has donated £432000 to the project, which is being managed by the Centre for Process Innovation (CPI). NEE 2015 will work with public and private organisations to create large-scale demonstration activities. It is hoped that this will encourage people to lower their carbon footprints.

The scheme will focus on industrial and chemical applications, including fuel cells, a technology that creates energy with zero emissions. This will lower the amount of waste produced in industry.

The CPI intends to attract investment from national and international companies with large-scale projects expected to be worth £10m each.

Joanne Glendinning, One NorthEast Process Senior Specialist Advisor, said: "We're confirming our commitment to low carbon energy technologies and ensuring this region is at the cutting-edge of its development. This will in turn raise our profile nationally and internationally, ensuring continued investment and job creation."

Dr Graham Hillier, Director of Low Carbon Energy at the CPI, added: "CPI and One NorthEast believe that this region has all the skills, characteristics and sites to act as a major location for the demonstration and deployment of low carbon technologies."

Industry concerning energy and the environment is considered by One NorthEast to be one of the three most likely to generate profits and economic growth.

For more information on the CPI, please visit www.uk-cpi.com.

******Environmental clean-up could unearth history

Construction work on the final phase of an £8m, six-year environmental clean-up of the River Wear and Sunderland coast could shed more light on the history of a site of world importance.

Northumbrian Water is about to start upgrade work in the corner of St Peter's church yard in Sunderland, the former monastic home of the Venerable Bede.

The scheme at St Peter's, which will complete the water company's current environmental improvement work in the Sunderland area, has been meticulously planned over the last two years to ensure there will be no detrimental impact on the historic site.

Archaeologists from Durham University will monitor the work at St Peter's at every stage - and there will also be an additional interpretive bonus for the Anglo-Saxon monastery site. David Groark, Northumbrian Water's Project Manager, said: "Our environmental improvement work at this scheduled ancient monument has been left till last and very carefully planned and approved. It could itself play a part in plotting the history if it uncovers further secrets of the story of St Peter's.

"Although it could be of huge importance if something historic is unearthed, part of the site has been previously disturbed in the 1970s which would make a significant find more surprising. We are, however, also breaking ‘new ground' so we could make a discovery."

The £650,000 work at St Peter's, which begins next week, is scheduled for completion by the end of the year. St Peter's, together with St Paul's in Jarrow, will be nominated for World Heritage Site Status by the UK Government in 2010.

Local people are being asked to show their support for the bid by signing a Book of Life, available at the St Peter's, the National Glass Centre, Sunderland Museum & Winter Gardens, Bede's World and St Paul's Church or by logging on www.wearmouth-jarrow.org.uk.

*********
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Local supermarket launches mission

A new supermarket has launched in the North East offering food sourced from small, local producers. The new shop, mmm..., has been opened in Newcastle's Grainger Market by Simone Clarkin.

Clarkin has lived in Newcastle for six years, but was originally born in New Zealand and has previously lived in Russia, Italy and London. She has a background in imported foods but has turned her attention to food grown in the North East and Cumbria. Her aim is to encourage shoppers to consider where the food is from, and how this affects communities.

mmm... also sells food from elsewhere in the UK and across the world, produced in small, artisan organic cooperatives and fair trade farms. Suppliers range from a Northumbrian chilli sauce company called Trees Can't Dance, to stone-ground organic flours from The Watermill at Little Sakeld in Cumbria.

Clarkin said: "Many of our products are handmade locally using traditional methods with the finest natural ingredients, meaning you can truly taste the difference."

Her plans for the future include stocking spices from a Goan spice farm and hosting cookery demonstrations from local chefs. She hopes to form links with other producers in the region.

For more information visit www.mmm-food.co.uk or call 07801 357314.

************************

Clip-together house highlights 'boring' buildings

A Newcastle artist will build a clip-together home in just 10 days to criticise "boring" modern housing.

Wolfgang Weileder, Professor of Contemporary Sculpture at Newcastle University, will build an exact replica of a Georgian terraced house on land in Sunderland's historic Sunniside area. The replica will be built using a technique sometimes used in continental Europe where blocks click together like Lego, without using cement.

Prof Weileder of Heaton said he wanted to spark a debate about boring housing estates. He told the Journal: "I want Fold-Up to trigger public thought about the environment in which people live. It's an important issue for people to be actively involved in the design and creation of their urban environment and not to take things for granted.

"People should take more ownership of cities and towns and not just leave it to developers and planners.

"It is fascinating to see the amount of development taking place in the North East and I would like to see more people critically involved and more building in a different way, incorporating sustainability and design ideas, instead of faking buildings from the past."

The replica will stay on show for two weeks before being dismantled and the building materials recycled.

Wolfgang's previous projects have included making a CD based on crowd noise from a Newcastle United match and a mini-golf course at Kielder Water based on local landscape features.

*************
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Politicians celebrate start on wind farm

A special turf-cutting ceremony on Friday 11 July marked the start of work on the North East's largest wind farm.

The turf was cut at the West Durham Wind Farm by Hilary Armstrong, MP for North West Durham; Derwentside District Council leader Alex Watson; and Harry Banks, chair of the Banks Group that is constructing the site. The development will cost £30m and will power around 15,700 homes, which equates to 46% of residential Derwentside.

The first turbine will arrive at the beginning of 2009 and will be 100 metres high, including blades. The 12-turbine farm, situated near Tow Law, will be complete in the summer of that year.

Rob Williams, Renewable Projects Director at Banks, said: "We're very pleased to be receiving the support of our local MP and council leader in getting the project officially under way. The recent government announcement on the future of energy in the UK highlighted the importance of onshore wind power generation, and the West Durham Wind Farm will further enhance the provision of secure local energy generation."

For more information on Banks Construction, please visit www.banksdevelopments.com.

***********************
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Online shopping mall for North East

A new virtual shopping mall for the North East is set to go live in July. virtualmetromall.com has been designed to allow local businesses to boost sales through a new online community. The site, which is the brain child of local entrepreneur Eric Cuthbert, will offer North East traders the chance to open and operate their own virtual web store or extend and improve an existing one.

Eric said: "The site will take commerce in the North East to the next level giving traders in the region the chance to take advantage of the explosion of online shopping."

Small to medium sized businesses, market traders and home-business owners, are being invited to sign up to the site.

Eric said: "Those without a web site and little or no experience will be able to benefit from our wide range of tutorials designed to help you get started. "One-on-one training can also be arranged, along with help with funding for businesses interested in establishing themselves on the web."

Virtual Metro Mall.com will also allow members to make use of a purpose-built online retail community including a virtual 'coffee bar' with features similar to popular social networking sites like Myspace and Facebook.

Eric added: "The advertising and marketing side of the business model creates a unique and affordable opportunity for even the smallest home-based business to extend their marketing reach. High street retailers have been suffering in recent years, and this can only to alleviate some of that strain."

For more information about Virtual Metro Centre.com contact Eric Cuthbert on info@virtualmetromal.com or call 0191286 9833.

*********
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Millions to be saved by energy cuts 

North East firms are being told that they can save more than £60 million if they work together, reducing carbon emissions and energy costs.

The North East Carbon Management Programme supports 19 big energy users in the region to cut carbon emissions and energy consumption. The companies span sectors including engineering, pharmaceuticals, chemicals and primary steel.

In total, the project has identified operational savings in excess of £60 million and carbon savings of 500,000 tonnes; almost 1% of the region's total output. The scheme has also led to the identification and development of clean technology investments that can contribute to the region's renewable energy targets.

The project was tri-funded with One NorthEast and the Carbon Trust each committing a third with the remaining portion of funding coming directly from those businesses involved.

One of the companies taking part is Corus Teesside Cast Products. Power and energy manager Steve Dalton said: "We have identified energy saving opportunities around the site which will contribute to the company's goal of reducing our carbon dioxide emissions by 20% by 2020.

"We are now looking at a number of projects across all areas of our operations, ranging from installing additional generating plant and energy-efficient drives to training our employees in what we all can do to be more energy efficient. We'll be looking at how small changes to our daily routines can help to reduce our carbon footprint. We will also be looking to everyone on site to help us find better ways of working and new ways to change our processes to become more energy efficient across the board."

**************
Energy Performance Certificates for Commercial Properties - Be prepared

With Watson Burton LLP Law Firm
From 1 October 2008, an energy performance certificate ("EPC") will be required on the construction, sale or letting of almost all commercial buildings.

What is an EPC?
An EPC is a document that provides an energy rating of a building based on the performance of the structure and its services. The building is rated in relation to how the building should perform in comparison to similar buildings. A sliding scale of "A" - "G" is used in EPCs; "A" being very efficient and "G" being very poor. An accompanying document is issued alongside the EPC containing recommendations that could be implemented by the owner to improve the energy performance of the building. At present, the property owner is under no obligation to act on those proposals although this could be the subject of future EU legislation.

When are EPCs required?
Currently, EPCs are required on the construction, sale or letting of a commercial property with a floor area of 2,500m² or greater. However, from 1 October 2008, every commercial property that is constructed, sold or let will be required to have an EPC unless one of the exemptions apply. The exemptions are narrow and include:

· buildings primarily used as places of worship; 

· small non-residential buildings of less than 50m² floor space; and 

· temporary buildings with a planned use of 2 years or less

Who prepares and pays for the EPC?
It is the responsibility of the seller of the property or landlord to make the EPC available to prospective buyers / tenants during the marketing of a building for sale or let. It is the property owner or landlord who will be expected to pay for an EPC although it is possible that, where production of an EPC is triggered by the request of a tenant (for example an assignment), the landlord may attempt to recover the cost from the tenant or proposed tenant. However, all EPCs are valid for 10 years unless the building or its fixed services are altered; therefore, an EPC triggered by one transaction will be readily available for future transactions.

Comment
There is some debate as to extent of the impact of EPC performance ratings on the rental or sale value of a property. What is clear, however, is that the government appears to be moving towards increased regulation in relation to energy efficiency and other green issues. Business owners with interests in property are therefore advised to keep abreast of developments and take steps to ensure that they are prepared for any changes. As they say, "watch this space".

If you have any queries relating to this article or any other property matter, please contact David Hankin at Watson Burton LPP on 0191 244 4444 or email david.hankin@watsonburton.com.

**********
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	Major USA trade tour chance for North East digital businesses

North East-based digital SMEs are set for a business boost with the chance to visit the Web 2.0 Expo in New York and the SXSW Festival in Austin, Texas thanks to a trade mission organised by Chinwag for UKTI (UK Trade & Investment) and North East centre for digital innovation Codeworks.

Chinwag has been nominated as the UKTI's designated partner for the ‘Digital Mission' to take small-to-medium-sized agencies, start-ups and other businesses in the digital sector on two separate visits to the US to make business contacts and market their services at two of the most celebrated and influential global web events.

The mission to New York City from 14-19 September, 2008, is for 25 UK companies, while the Texas trip takes 40 companies to SXSW Interactive in Austin from 13-17 March, 2009.

Chinwag CEO, Sam Michel, said: "The Digital Missions to NYC and Austin represent a major opportunity for UK participants to make connections and build fruitful business relationships against the vibrant backdrop of hugely successful events. Working with the UKTI and the broader web community on this initiative is a natural progression of our aim: to be a connecting rod for ideas and talent across new media."

Entries are being welcomed from companies ranging from marketing agencies through to ecommerce operators, mobile service providers and start-ups. Companies will be selected by a judging panel of industry experts and commentators including TechCrunch UK Editor, Mike Butcher, and the CEO of Codeworks, Herb Kim.

Entry for the Digital Mission is now open at www.digital-mission.org. The closing date for NYC entries is Wednesday 23 July.

************



	New tech centre brings more innovation

Building work at the state of the art Printable Electronics Technology Centre (PETEC) in County Durham has been completed, with the aim of establishing the North East as a global leader in innovation for the plastic electronics industry.

PETEC is based at NETPark in Sedgefield, and spans 3,000 square metres, providing high-tech cleanrooms, laboratory space, offices and seminar rooms, which are set to house an impressive range of equipment and highly skilled industry experts.

The centre is designed to be a platform for both start-ups and larger manufacturing companies to get prototype and pilot-scale production up and running.

Customers of the centre will be able to test design concepts and novel materials for a variety of next-generation products, processes, and services for use in a wide range of markets. Potential innovative products to be developed at the centre include real-time newspapers, smart packaging, flexible printed lighting and point-of-care medical diagnostic products.

Tom Taylor, project director for PETEC, said: "The printed electronics industry has the potential to revolutionise consumer electronics and will impact on a host of other technologies. PETEC will offer experience, knowledge, and appropriate infrastructure to support customers in an emerging global market. Building and running facilities such as these, are notoriously expensive, a draw back that often alienates companies from developing new technologies. The centre provides a crucial and affordable service for small to medium enterprises, de-risking new development."

*************
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North East consortium to go for offshore wind farms

A consortium of three North East organisations has been set up to bid for licences to develop offshore wind farms in the North Sea. If the consortium is successful, it could lead to the formation of a new electricity supply company based in the region to bring the power generated to consumers.

Banks Developments and Hainsford Developments, supported by NaREC, have come together to form Northumbria Offshore Wind Ltd (NOW), which offers collective expertise in technical research and development, manufacturing, operations, maintenance, project development and offshore expertise.

The consortium believes that new offshore wind energy generation projects can act as a strong economic catalyst for the North East.

The announcement follows a visit to Blythe by the government's energy minister Malcolm Wicks, who yesterday remarked that the development of wind farms in the North East could bring 30,000 jobs and £3bn of investment to the region.

NOW will bid for the offshore licences as part of the Crown Estates licencing Round Three, which is currently seeking Expressions of Interest in progressing such projects.

The NOW bid will include plans to form a new electricity supply company to offer the ‘green electricity' created in the North Sea to both business and domestic consumers.

The bid aims to build on earlier renewable energy successes in the region, including the arrival of wind turbine manufacturer Clipper Inc to develop the world's largest offshore turbine at Blyth in Northumberland.

Alan Rutherford, Chairman of NaREC, said: "This is a great initiative which will spawn major employment opportunities and build international knowledge based enterprises with their roots and expertise in the North East."

********

B daily july 23
Energy efficiency takes priority

Reducing energy wastage is the main priority for UK businesses looking to lessen the impact of the economic slowdown, according to research by the Carbon Trust.

The research found that energy efficiency scored higher than recruitment freezes, redundancies, salary freezes or giving below-inflation pay rises as a potential cost-saving measure.

Hugh Jones, solutions director at the Carbon Trust, said: "Our new statistics provide stark evidence that if companies are starting to feel the bite from the economic downturn, the first place to look for cost savings should be their energy bill. There are literally millions of pounds going out of the window every day, across the UK.

"We're talking about money that could be saved by making quick and easy changes such as encouraging staff to turn off computers and lights, turning down the heating, or maintaining equipment properly."

Small businesses can apply to the Carbon Trust for loans of up to £100,000 to help them invest in energy-saving equipment such as improved lighting, boilers and insulation.

Related stories [image: image1.png]



Comment on this story [image: image2.png]



*******
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Durham scientists tackle CO2 storage 

Scientists at Durham University are working on new ways of storing CO2 emissions underground to help in the fight against global warming. The University has launched the Carbon Storage Research Group, which will be led by the newly-created position of Professor of Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) and Energy.

Researchers aim to find efficient and reliable ways of gathering CO2 from fossil-fuel fired power plants and storing it in former oil and gas fields or aquifers indefinitely so it cannot add to global warming.

Capturing and storing that CO2 is seen as an essential part of reducing the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.

Research into carbon capture and storage further strengthens Durham's work in the field of green energy which includes research into wind and wave power, solar energy, biofuels and the social implications of new and renewable energy.

Professor Richard Davies, Director of Durham University's Centre for Research into Earth Energy Systems (CeREES), said: "As demand for energy increases we need innovative and practical solutions where CO2 can be removed from the atmosphere to counteract global warming. Our combined expertise will allow us to investigate ways of capturing carbon and ensuring that it remains underground once stored."

Margaret Fay, Chairman of Regional Development Agency One NorthEast, said: "Reducing the amount of CO2 released into the atmosphere is possibly the single most important issue facing the world today. This announcement is further evidence of North East England's excellent reputation for research in the field of green energy. Global companies recognise that the region is fast becoming a hub for new and renewable energy research and development."

*****North East to host UK's first dedicated wood fuel expo 

The UK's first dedicated wood fuel expo, Ignition09, is to be held at The Sage Gateshead in March next year.

The event aims to provide networking opportunities for organisations involved in the supply chain and those interested in finding out more about how wood fuel can benefit their business.

Events planned for the expo include exhibitions, practical workshops and keynote lectures from leaders in the renewable fuels and heat supply industries. The expo will showcase installers, consultants and suppliers from across the UK and Europe with one of the leading installation companies in the UK, Wood Energy Ltd, already signed up to exhibit.

Ignition09 is hosted by NEWHeat, a not-for-profit initiative funded and backed by One NorthEast and Rural Development Initiatives, to provide impartial advice to businesses of the benefits of wood heat.

David Clubb, Project Director of NEWHeat, said: "As more and more businesses seek new methods of running ‘greener' operations, the wealth of information available is also increasing at a rapid rate. We therefore identified a need to pool these resources and create a ‘one-stop shop' to enable businesses to navigate their way around the wood heat process in a straightforward and simple fashion. The event should help dispel the myths surrounding wood heat and provide valuable information to anyone wishing to reduce their carbon emissions whilst making significant savings on longer term energy costs."

Liz Smith, Assistant Regional Director CBI North East said: "Innovations in new and renewable energy - including projects like this - are vital in tackling climate change. The North East has expertise in energy and environmental sectors and the challenges of climate change bring with them new opportunities. Ignition 09 will place these opportunities firmly under the spotlight, meaning businesses can be more easily equipped with the knowledge and expertise to help cut their energy costs, along with their carbon emissions."

For further information on the event see www.ignition09.co.uk.

*******

B dfaily august 4
Tyneside ecoparc gets closer

Plans to build a new recycling plant on the banks of the River Tyne in Gateshead are forging ahead with construction work well underway on site.

Derwenthaugh EcoParc- a £50 million investment - will offer a large waste recycling plant capable of treating 320,000 tonnes of waste.

Clugston Construction, the main contractor on the development, started work on site in May this year. Richard Greenwood, Project Manager for Clugston said: "Derwenthaugh EcoParc is an exciting opportunity, not just for Gateshead but for the North East region as a whole. It is a prestige project and a symbol of success for all those involved."

The EcoParc will act as the blueprint for all future sites and comprises four key areas - municipal solid waste/ commercial waste reception; steam treatment and reception; separation plant; light waste, despatch and green waste transfer station. Additional office and floor space will be created for future development. The waste processing buildings will feature the latest UV odour treatment technology and be held at a negative pressure to prevent the release of any odour.

William Thompson, executive director of waste management company Graphite Resources, who are leading on the project, said: "This is an important project; we want to be working with the best people and resources to help deliver a scheme the North East can be proud of. The development is all about quality and with our construction team on board, this is an excellent start to attaining that objective.

"It is our stated aim to develop one of the leading EcoParcs in Europe, in terms of quality environment and technology as well as creating sustainable employment for the long-terms benefits of a local workforce."

For further information, go to www.graphiteresources.com.

*******
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