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Photo of battery hens.


Photo of outdoor pigs.


Photo of fee-range chickens with ‘Eggs for Sale’ sign in view.


Photo of meadow with wild flowers and cattle grazing.





To understand food production methods which are friendly to the environment and to animals.


To appreciate the sustainability of organic farming in the short and long term and the benefits to humans and wildlife.








Students are asked about what they understand compassionate farming to be about and how it differs from some modern farming methods (fewer chemicals, animals freer and more natural.)





Go back to the food labels from Lesson 2, these may show the ‘Little Red Tractor.’  This is a ‘British Farm Standard’ quality assurance scheme developed by the National Farmers’ Union in the year 2000 for use by British farmers and growers.  Meat, bread, milk and vegetables may carry the logo and its use is becoming more widespread, so look out for it! Buying British helps to reduce pollution from food miles (the distance food has to travel) as well as helping our farmers.


Students should consider why British farmers often have to conform to higher standards of animal welfare and environmental protection than producers abroad (for example, increasing Government legislation has been introduced to protect consumers and to prevent future problems like foot and mouth disease and ‘mad cow disease’ or CJD).  This logo is a guarantee that the food is produced in Britain according to specified standards (eg for welfare, hygiene etc) but these do not necessarily include ‘green’ standards. For example, the standards have not protected farmland birds, many species of which are declining in most of Britain.


www.littleredtractor.org.uk


www.rspb.org.uk





The best known system of food production which is environmentally friendly would be organic, which is guaranteed by the Soil Association in Britain.


Ask students to list what they think are the benefits of organic farming to human health, animal welfare, wildlife and the environment. Humans may benefit from fewer chemical residues especially pesticides in their food, but why? (chemicals that kill animal pests may also have some damaging effect on humans, who are also animals).  Some people think that organic foods taste better.








Methods are friendlier to the environment, few chemicals are used, and instead natural methods such as crop rotation are used to maintain soil fertility and help to control weeds, pests and diseases.  Wildlife is encouraged, which also helps to control crop pests. Greater numbers and varieties of birds, butterflies and wild plants are found on farms which have been organic for a long time.  Animals on organic farms are ‘free range,’ have a natural diet and are given plenty of space to behave naturally.


Why then don’t we always choose organic foods when we are shopping? (cost, appearance, lack of choice or poor availability.) What difficulties are faced by a farmer converting to organic methods of production? (more labour intensive, so higher costs).


Students use the websites to find out more about organic farming and how a farm can be ‘accredited’ to be called organic and then use the Soil Association organic symbol on their produce.  (If they listen to The Archers they may know something about the issues already!)


www.farmtrails.org.uk/about_organic.html


www.soilassociation.org





Food labels may also show ‘Freedom Foods’ logo of the RSPCA, which guarantees that the food has been produced without suffering to the animals.  The animals are guaranteed to have ‘five animal freedoms’.  Students should consider what these might be prior to checking them on the website.  


www.rspca.org.uk





However, there are several websites which are critical even of these standards of animal welfare and claim that the animals do suffer.  The teacher may wish to pursue this issue and discuss the problems and necessity of monitoring animal welfare in farming.


It is due to animal suffering that many people choose to be vegetarian or vegan in their diet.  


Ask the students what is the difference (vegans do not eat or wear anything of animal origin like eggs, milk, cheese, leather etc.)


The teacher may arrange a formal class debate on the motion ‘This class opposes the eating of foods that require the animals to die for human beings’.





To fit in with this unit the environmental implications should be considered as well as the issues surrounding human health and animal welfare. The environmental side includes the need to take into account that grazing animals maintain many of our wildlife habitats such as flower-rich grasslands, heathlands, moorlands etc with their variety of wild plants and animals.  Without an economic reason to keep these grazing animals (cattle and sheep) for meat production the habitats would disappear under trees or the plough, reducing the country's biodiversity.





www.vegsoc.org


This is the website of the Vegetarian Society in Britain and is useful for further details on the issue of meat-eating.


www.nfu.org.uk


This is the website of the National Farmers Union which, among other farming matters, supports livestock farming.








‘Compassionate farming’ 


















































Out of school activity


The Nature for Schools unit  ‘Agriculture and the Environment’ provides further information on this topic.


The teacher arranges a class visit to a local farm, preferably one which produces crops as well as livestock.  It may be possible to visit a demonstration farm at your county agricultural college, or contact the local branch of the National Farmers Union by phone or e-mail for details of a local willing farmer. See www.nfu.org.uk





On the farm visit the students list the products of the farm, where and how they are sold, how plant pests and weeds are controlled, how soil fertility is maintained and what the livestock are fed on.  They find out how the farming may have changed in the last ten years and why.


By considering all the inputs (machinery, animal feed, chemicals etc) and the outputs (the products sold) the students later discuss the longer term sustainability of the farm. They should also consider any waste products, how these are disposed of and how pollution by waste may be avoided,





























PAGE  
1
http://www.english-nature.org.uk


_1112955723.bin

