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This unit aims to introduce students to the ideas of Sustainable Development by looking at how our shopping choices affect natural resources and ecosystems and can therefore help or damage wildlife and the natural environment.





It supports the Geography curriculum for this age group in developing an understanding of social and economic choices affecting the environment and how everyday decisions can contribute to the future of the planet.  





“Sustainable Development is about effective protection of the environment, the prudent use of resources and ensuring a better quality of life for everyone now and for generations to come.” Government Sustainable Development Strategy, July 1999





“Education for Sustainable Development enables people to develop the knowledge, values and skills to participate in decisions about the way we do things individually and collectively, both locally and globally, that will improve the quality of life now without damaging the planet for the future.”


The National Curriculum 1999


Government Panel for Sustainable Development in Education 1999.





The concept of sustainable development emerged in the 1980s when it was realised that population growth and human activity were threatening the earth’s natural resources.  





There has been an increasing emphasis in schools on environmental education and on issues based on sustainable development.  Schools are aiming to give students an awareness of the world as a whole and their place within it.  Students are encouraged to develop an understanding of the interdependence of life on earth and the consequences of our actions now and in the future.  An understanding of sustainable development by young people will help them to develop a respect for the world and its resources.  They are the future decision makers and need to learn how to manage the earth’s resources to safeguard them for future generations.





The idea of sustainable development is explored through the theme of shopping to enable the students to recognise the implications of their own choices for other people, for environments near and far, as well as for their own lives.  We all shop for goods which are produced from raw materials, the production of which impacts on landscape, ecosystems and individual local communities.  It is important to understand that resources cannot be used indefinitely.





Some of the concepts considered in this unit include:


Sustainability;


Natural resources;


Biodiversity;


Community traditions and resources;


Quality of life;























Local-global links;


Rural-urban links;


Individual decision-making;


Recycling.





It is designed to be complementary to the ‘Sustainable Development – Quality of Life’ unit for Year 9 also on this website.





Why shopping?


Shopping is of importance and relevance in the curriculum because patterns of retailing have major impacts on the natural environment. Most goods are produced from natural raw materials, namely animal, plant or mineral, and how they are produced and processed has a major impact on landscape and biodiversity, as well as on the quality of life of local people.





There are many pertinent and topical questions relating to food production today which can be explored in a shopping context such as GMOs, organics, animal welfare and food safety.





The everyday activity of shopping is one which all students can be expected to experience.  It is therefore of great relevance to the students and should provide a good focus for developing students’ understanding of the issues raised in the unit.





Shopping is also the focus of a specific unit in the Geography curriculum for Year 8 and can be linked to other units in the Year 8 Geography curriculum such as ‘Can the Earth Cope? – Ecosystems, Population and Resources.’ There are also links to the Science curriculum Sc2 on Living things in their environment and Sc4 on Energy resources.





Patterns of retailing are subject to rapid change and have an impact on an individual's quality of life.  For instance the issues surrounding internet shopping are very topical and have social, economic and environmental implications.





On a practical level, the theme lends itself to individual and group work, both within and outside the classroom.  The activities relate to urban and rural environments and therefore the unit can be adopted by schools in any location.  The unit provides a variety of teaching approaches and a wide range of student activities; it develops a range of skills such as mapping, decision making, surveys, interviewing, debating and groupwork.





The teacher is directed to the rest of the English Nature website and websites of a number of relevant organisations are provided.





The unit may spill over into more than the designated number of individual lessons drawn up here, according to whether all the suggested activities are attempted, whether surveys and visits are made in class time and whether the debate in Lesson 4 is arranged.





In conclusion, the unit aims to make students aware of the steps that they, as ‘ordinary’ people, can take to have a positive impact on sustainable development and the environment through their shopping choices, to make more effective use of the earth’s natural resources and to support local economies. 
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