Special Reports 
Wired-GOV Special Reports go beneath the headlines to provide a detailed review of key public sector issues & solutions. Each Special Report is designed to offer a broad spectrum of expert opinion and analysis on a topical theme.
A series of Special Reports will be published during the remainder of 2007. In the meantime click here to visit the Special Reports archive.
Current Special Report 
What can We do to Solve a Problem like Domestic Waste 
It’s ironic, but the one thing we cannot afford to do with anything related to ‘waste’ is waste it. 
For example, not only are EU directives legislating against the practice but, because of the lack of suitable ‘holes’, we can no longer afford to just dump all types of ‘waste’ in landfills. The UK needs to reserve what landfills it has for true waste which cannot be recycled for a variety of reasons.
Back in early history, rubbish was usually thrown onto a midden, but that was only after it became virtually unusable by anyone for anything. However, that was before the concept of ‘built-in obsolescence’ was developed and before we began to build / understand that some goods were toxic or that the methane gas generated by modern-day landfill sites was contributing to global warming.
Also, after decades of abundant energy and easy access to cheap raw materials in the West, we now find that emerging countries like India and China are out-bidding the UK for sources of them and that recycling glass, metals, plastics, etc. is not only something that is ecologically desirable, it is also becoming an economic necessity.
In addition, other pressures, such as an aging population, are squeezing the funding available to local councils for collecting & processing waste, so central and local government have to come up with ways to collect waste more efficiently and / or reduce the amount to be collected by:
*encouraging householders to process it themselves (composting) or create less (not use disposable nappies, etc.)
*encouraging producers and retailers to use the minimum packaging required to preserve the condition of the goods
*driving forward initiatives to reduce the number of disposable plastic bags that are used once and thrown away
*minimising un-requested waste (mail shots, etc.)
*making it as easy to recycle (including white goods, cars, etc) and cheap as it is to dump / throw away
This special report highlights some of the efforts of some of the organisations who are involved in the chain of creating, collecting and processing of waste, including:
*DEFRA/Eunomia Research & Consulting
*Chartered Institute of Waste Management
*Environment Council
*Asda
*Mouchel
*Ordnance Survey
Our thanks to the above organisations for their contributions to this Special Report. Please scroll down to view all articles.
Opportunities to Prevent Household Waste 
Defra commissioned research into preventing and reducing household waste has highlighted opportunities to reduce waste and provided a broad assessment of future policy options for the UK.  The research team was headed by Eunomia Research & Consulting and included experts from Germany, Switzerland and the Netherlands.
Read the full article: Opportunities to Prevent Household Waste >> 
Room for Improvement in UK Waste Prevention Policy 
The Environment Council comments on the Defra research highlighting opportunities to reduce waste from junk mail, packaging, and disposable goods. This was a stakeholder led study guided by the cross-sectoral National Resource and Waste Forum (NRWF), independently convened by The Environment Council. 
Read the full article: Room for Improvement in UK Waste Prevention Policy >> 
Exploring why Asda leads the Supermarket Sector in Waste Management 
As part of Wal*Mart, Asda's waste management strategy is defined by their global inspirational target to send zero waste to landfill.  They no longer think of waste management, but rather materials management, recognising their step change in this area.
Asda's Recycling Network model utilises Asda's distribution fleet to back-haul waste from stores to its own recycling centres where it is bulked up ready for recycling, re-processing or disposal in a sustainable manner. This allows them to move materials from the back of stores without creating any additional carbon, as these lorries will have just dropped off goods at the store and otherwise would be going back to the depot empty. as these lorries will have just dropped off goods at the store and otherwise would be going back to the depot empty. 
Read the full article: Exploring why Asda leads the Supermarket Sector in Waste Management >> 
Working Together to Devise Cost Effective Solutions 
PFI / PPP models are being used to deliver a new generation of infrastructure and private sector organisations such as Mouchel’s have the skills, capacity and the ability to appraise options before & after contract signature, by providing technical, legal and financial consultants to support them in the process of pre-contract and post contract delivery, necessary as waste is a complex system involving many stakeholders and is not just about treatment & disposal.
Mouchel’s capabilities range from developing strategy, planning frameworks and applications, procurements for waste technologies, implementing performance improvement processes, through to reviewing & implementing kerbside collection and public cleansing schemes. 
Read the full article: Working Together to Devise Cost Effective Solutions >> 
Mapping out the Future of Waste Management 
Ordnance Survey data, supplied as part of the Mapping Services Agreement (MSA) to local government organisations across Great Britain, is being used to underpin the delivery of waste management strategies, by:
*improving existing recycling services
*finding appropriate sites for new recycling centres and 
*optimising waste collection procedures
The data not only facilitates the traditional task of optimising collection routes, it is also increasingly being used for more sophisticated requirements such as improving existing green waste recycling services, by accurately identifying specific households with private gardens and establishing green waste recycling target areas.
Read the full article: Mapping out the Future of Waste Management >> 
Using Financial Incentives to encourage Recycling and Waste Reduction An Overview of Key Issues 
In early 2007, the Chartered Institution of Wastes Management (CIWM)commissioned Gordon Mackie Associates Ltd to carry out a study on Direct and Variable Charging (DVC).  Building on previous research to provide an updated assessment of the key issues, the study considered recent legislative, operational and attitudinal developments in the UK. 
Using the findings of the report and looking at recent developments, Chris Murphy, Deputy Chief Executive of the CIWM, provides an overview of the key issues involved.
Read the full article: Using Financial Incentives to encourage Recycling and Waste Reduction An Overview of Key Issues >> 
Who Else is Watching What We Waste 
One thing that the ‘waste industry’ is not short of is organisations – Public, Industry and Third Sector – and this article is intended to provide a quick round up of many of them, together with some links and basic facts that illustrate the importance of finding a better way to deal with our waste.
Read the full article: Who Else is Watching What We Waste >> 
